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By James Roberts, Central Kentucky News Journal Staff Writer

It was too overwhelming. This was the place in which Jesus rose from the dead. And one day last month,
Gabe Gabehart found himself standing in the very same Garden Tomb. "There was a beautiful garden
there and several of us fell to our knees when we stepped into that empty tomb," Gabehart wrote in an e-
mail. "My eyes are tearing just writing this."

That was just one of many life-changing experiences for 29 "pilgrims," most of them from Campbellsville,
who traveled to Israel from March 16 to 25 to witness the Holy Land in person. Planning for the trip began
last spring when Dr. Scott Wigginton, Campbellsville University associate professor of pastoral ministries
and counseling, had a conversation with CU student and Baptist Campus Ministries President Garett
Lowry.

“| told Garett that | was considering a trip to Israel if there was student interest. He said that he was
interested and believed others would be as well." Lowry had always wanted to go to Israel. "Israel was
always going to be my No. 1 place in the world to visit because of its biblical background,” he said.

To prepare for the trip, students took the course "Biblical Studies in the Holy Land" in the spring. The class
covered the history, geography, politics, religions, languages and culture of Israel. The 29 "pilgrims"
arrived in Israel on March 16. The group included eight CU faculty members and 13 students.

"When | first arrived in Israel, | was struck with how beautiful it is," Gabehart said. "l don't know what |
expected, but | don't think | expected to see green everywhere - banana and orange groves, avocado
groves and many other fruits and vegetables growing all over the place.”" Gabehart was one of five friends
from outside CU who also went on the trip.

For Dwayne Howell, Old Testament and Hebrew professor at CU, his first reaction was "excitement - both
for being in Israel and also for my son Patrick, 13, who was traveling with me." Actually seeing the places
studied in classes was one of the aspects student Casey Young wanted to experience.

"l wanted to go on this trip because | thought it would be a great spiritual experience as well and a chance
to see a place that | have been studying for many years. | have never been to Israel before, never flown
before and never been out of the country."

During the 10-day trip, the group visited numerous sites, including Mt. Carmel, Caesarea Philippi, Dan,
Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes, Jordan River, Dead Sea, Masada, Ein Gedi, Qumran and numerous
places in and around Jerusalem. Continued on page 4.
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