Campbellsville University School of Education

Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education

	A-2   Lesson Plan Format

Classroom Teaching

The Task A-2 Lesson Plan format is based on the Kentucky Teacher Internship performance assessment model.  It has been modified for application to teacher preparation. 



	Name: 
    Date:________________  Course Number: __________                                                                       

# of children:      20       # of children with IEPs/IFSPs:      9         # of children who are LEP:      0   .                     
 Age/Grade Level:    Preschool                   □ Lg. Group    ( Sm. Group    □ Interest Center    □ Individual
Unit Title:   Insects and Spiders
  Lesson Title           Sorting Insects



	Context and Lesson Alignment to Unit
Respond to the following items: 

· Explain how this lesson relates to the unit of study, essential questions and/or unit objectives, or your broad goals for teaching. One objective of this unit on Insects and Spiders is for children learn to recognize common examples. In this lesson children learn to differentiate insects by two different characteristics.
· Describe pre-assessments and children’s prior knowledge or the focus of the previous lesson. The first lesson in the unit included a nature walk during which children collected samples of insects and spiders and the collected examples were then identified. This is the second lesson in the unit and these collected/identified samples will now be examined with a digital microscope. In this lesson, children will also use what they learned to sort plastic insects by one attribute. In the K-W-H-L unit pre-assessment, children had numerous misconceptions about insects and spiders. Children will examine specific characteristics of each insect and spider using a digital microscope to help clarify the distinctive features. Teacher interview confirmed that the children had no previous experience with a digital microscope. 
· Describe plans for experiences and instruction based on family strengths, resources, priorities, and concerns. The decision to include instruction in using a digital microscope was rooted in family home-visits and surveys that indicated a desire for their children to become familiar with technology. 
· Describe generally any critical child characteristics or attributes indentified in Task A-1 that will affect the children’s learning or impact instructional planning. The classroom includes children with developmental delays, speech and language delays, and behavior/attention challenges.



	Learning Targets/ Lesson Objectives
Description of Assessment*
Individual Adaptations and/or Accommodations 
1. Given an array of insects children will sort them into two categories using one attribute, with 80% accuracy. (MA 1.3)

Checklist

formative
Visual and/or prompts; reduce number of insects. 
2. After a demonstration on using a digital microscope, children will successfully operate it to examine insects. (SC 1.3)

Anecdotal Notes
formative
Visual sequence Cards

3. While looking at a projected image of insects, children will describe at least two characteristics they see. (SC 1.1)

Class Log List
formative
Physical point; choices provided in question form.
*Attach blank assessment documents as needed. When implemented then you will attach completed assessments to Task C.
 “I Can” Statements for each learning target/objective:
1. I can find differences in insects.

2. I can use a digital microscope.

3. I can describe insects.
Indicate which of these will be identified in this lesson: Knowledge, Reasoning, Performance Skills, Products and/or Dispositions for learning.
Objective #1:  Reasoning 

Objective #2:  Performance Skills 

Objective #3:  Knowledge 

Learning Targets/Lesson Objectives:
· State what children will demonstrate as a result of this lesson.  Learning targets/lesson objectives must be child/family-centered and observable/measurable. This is NOT the activity.  This is what children will know (concepts) and/or be able to do (skills) AS A RESULT of the activities this lesson.  In other words, what new concept and/or skill are you teaching/will children be learning.
· Each objective should be written containing these four parts:  (A) Audience (B) Behavior you want to see (C) under what Condition (How you will get children to master the learning objective) 
(D) with what Degree of Mastery.  
· Is the verb measureable and observable?  (See verb list in Lesson Took Kit). Consider also the verbs on Bloom’s Levels Chart as you write the targets/objectives in order to understand the level of knowledge/performance.
Example learning target/lesson objective:  After a field trip to the fire station (C),children (A) will draw a picture of a fire truck (B using four components found on a fire truck. 
Assessments:
· Assessments may include, but are not limited to, anecdotal notes, work samples, checklists, rubrics, photographs, videos, charts, graphs, etc. See Assessment Took Kit. 

· Individual Adaptations and/or Accommodations may include but are not limited to, verbal or physical prompts, assistive and adaptive technologies, peer assistance, changes to the environment, step by step illustrated instructions, task analysis, sign language, translator, larger crayons, bigger paper. Modifications to change the learning target are indicated if needed.  

· Include specific strategies you will use to insure that children with specific disabilities will be able to participate in the lesson

· Include strategies you will use to address the diverse needs of the children in the class
· See Adaptation Matrix and use the principle of least-to-most intrusive adaptation.
· These adaptations/accommodations should match each learning target/lesson objective. In other words, if the objective is responding to a story and you have a child with a hearing impairment then your adaptation to this lesson might be “sitting child close to reader” to meet the objective of responding.  However, if you have a child with motor delays who might need adaptations in other lessons but will not require adaptations in order to respond to the story, you would not need to list any adaptations.  If your target/objective is to turn the pages of a book then your child with cerebral palsy would need an adaptation to meet that objective.
· Put “none needed” if applicable


	Connections – Alignment to Standards 
Connect the learning targets/objectives to the state curriculum documents (i.e., Early Childhood Standards, Program of Studies, Kentucky Core Content, and/or Kentucky Core Academic Standards). Identify the /learning target/objective # after each. 

1. Math Standard 1- Demonstrates general skills and uses concepts of math.

         Benchmark 1.3- Uses the attributes of objects for comparison and patterning.

             Developmental Continuum- Sorts objects by one or more attributes. 

            (Learning Target/Objective 1)
2. Science Standard 1- Demonstrates scientific ways of thinking and working (with wonder and curiosity).

         Benchmark 1.3- Uses a variety of tools to explore the environment.

             Developmental Continuum- Uses standard tools to explore the environment. 

                         (Learning Target/Objective 2)
3. Science Standard 1- Demonstrates scientific ways of thinking and working (with wonder and curiosity).

        Benchmark 1.1: Explores features of environment through manipulation.
           Developmental Continuum - Describes objects in the environment using properties of objects.
           (Learning Target/Objective 3)



	Resources, media and technology 

· List all specific materials and equipment need for the lesson
1. Three dimensional plastic insect models: winged and non-winged

2. Two sorting bowls and a large tray

3. One picture of insect wings

4. One picture of insect wings with the universal sign for NO “Ø” over the wings

5. Digital microscope connected to the TV/SmartBoard
6. Visual sequence cards: steps to operating digital microscope

7. Insect and spider collection from nature walk safely stored in plastic containers
· If appropriate, cite the sources used to develop this lesson including technology for the lesson (e.g., hardware, software, and internet URLs.)  
A-to-Z Teacher Stuff (n.d.). Insect themes: Lesson plans, activities, and resources for teaching about insects. Retrieved August 10, 2010 from http://atozteacherstuff.com/Themes/Insects/index.shtml


	New Vocabulary

insects

wings

sort

spiders

digital microscope

projected

enlarged

potential descriptive words:  hairy, bumpy, smooth, thin, transparent, ridges, cells, lines, etc.



	Procedures: Describe the strategies and activities you will use to accomplish the learning targets/lesson objectives. Use this section to outline the who, what, when, and where of the instructional strategies and activities.  Include estimated time for each component (introduction, strategies/activities, ending review/closure, and transition). 
Introduction  (suggested 1-2 minutes)  Time Anticipated:  (2 minutes)
· How you will trigger prior knowledge
“Look!  I have the insects we collected on our nature walk yesterday.”

· How you will engage children’s interest in the topic
“Which insects do you think can fly?  How would you know that?”

Strategies & Activities   Time Anticipated:  (15 - 20 minutes) 

· Step by step, list the instructions/strategies for implementing the lesson
The most important details of this plan written in second person- present tense (Read story, Show chart, etc.).  Put in quotations exactly what you will say…”How many monkeys do you see?”
I lead small group steps. The teaching assistant enters assessment data on checklist, anecdotal notes, and class log list in the following small group activity sequence: 

1. Show children the tray of plastic insects to make the connection between the real and the model versions.
2. Ask them to identify the plastic insects (from previous lesson).

3. “Can you point to ones that you think could fly?  What do they have?  That’s right, wings.”
4. “Let’s sort the insects.  Put the insects with wings in this bowl and the insects without wings in the other bowl.”

5. Ask, “what if this insect did not have wings?  How would it move?”
6. “Would you like to look at real insect wings more closely?”
7. Tell the children that they are going use the digital microscope to examine insects.
8. Show the children the digital microscope and demonstrate how to turn it on and how to hold it so it projects the insect onto the TV.
9. Give each child a turn to operate the microscope.  (Teaching assistant helps with TV projection technology)
10. The children will select the insect they want to magnify.  
11. Ask children to look at the large projected image and describe what they see. 
12. Ask, “What if that insect was really that large?”
*Include and bold at least one open-ended question, a provision for higher-level thinking, and/or challenging activity beyond the learning objective
· Describe strategies you will use to meet individual child needs and address diversity in your classroom.  The decision to use small group for the implementation of this lesson was to be able to provide individual attention to children with developmental delays and behavior challenges. This format also reduces the wait time and allows for verbal prompts, repetition, and scaffolding as needed.  Small groups were formed to optimize peer assistance and provide child-to-child modeling opportunities. 
The Activity Matrix was examined to determine the following specific benchmarks to be embedded into this lesson: sorting into 2 categories, using adjectives/noun combinations, turn-taking, using pincer-grasp. 
Ending Review/Closure:  (suggested 1-2 minutes)  Time Anticipated:  (2 minutes)
· Review with the children what they have learned (at the conclusion of small group and also reviewed at the end of the morning session during daily review/reflect circle time)
“Today we learned that some insects have wings and some do not.  Can you name some with wings?  Can you name some without wings?”  What did we use to look at insects up close?”
· Let children know ways they can apply what they have learned
            “Later today in the science center, you will find the digital microscope.[I will position myself in the 

             Science Center during free-choice time.] You can use it to look at insects again. You can examine 

             other objects in the center to see how they look when you use the  digital microscope. You might 

             like to draw what you see. What else could you look at with the digital microscope? 
Transition:  (suggested 2-3 minutes) Time Anticipated: 3 minutes)
· How you will smoothly move children from this location to the next activity or routine in a way that connects the transition to the learning objective(s), reinforcing the concept and/or skill just learned.

        Have each child recall something they saw on the large projected insect image.

Instructional Strategies/Activities:   (list strategies used in this lesson)

1. Demonstration

2. Sorting

3. Discussion

4. Observation

5. Technology

6. Verbal Descriptions



	Connections/Extensions:  
· How you will integrate the learning objectives across other content areas and/or centers. The following center activities are organized and planned by the teacher and classroom assistants:
1. Insect wing prints in the art center.

2. Insect collage or wing collage.

3. Insect puzzles

4. Songs about insects

5. Sets of wings in the dramatic play area
· How you will extend the concept(s) from this lesson. The following activities are included in the planning of this unit on insects and spiders:
1. Look at other attributes of insects (legs, eyes, antennas etc).

2. Compare and sort spiders and insects.

3. Use the digital microscope to enlarge other objects and describe. 

4. Field trip to the insect house at the zoo
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