CAMPBELLSVILLE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF EDUCATION

Interdisciplinary Early Childhood Education

	Task C: Lesson Analysis and Reflection

The Task C Lesson Analysis and Reflection format is based on the Kentucky Teacher Internship Program.  It has been modified for application to teacher preparation and supports IECE KTS 4 (assesses & communicates learning results) and IECE KTS 5 (reflects on & evaluates teaching & learning).

Task Overview: Analyze and evaluate your lesson within two days of teaching it.



	Name: _______________________________________________       Course Number: _________

Lesson No. & Title 
Sorting Insects









	1. Analysis
· Explain how the planning, implementation, and assessment of the activity led to child(ren) and/or family progress toward the planned learning outcomes. 
Planning:  I collected plastic insect models that I knew would be representative of those we would find on our nature walk. I set up the digital microscope so that it would project onto the smart board without technical difficulties. 
Implementation:   At the start of the lesson, I activated prior knowledge by recalling our nature walk and matching and naming the insects we actually found with the 3-dimensional models. Before asking children to sort the insect models we discussed attributes of the various insects. To insure successful operation of a digital microscope, we slowly demonstrated how to use it and let each child practice, verbally noting the steps. The previous discussion on insect attributes led to the children’s ability to discuss the large insect projections on the smart board. 
Assessment:  I assessed the children using tools that were quick, easy, and provided accurate information for each objective. The tools used were checklists, anecdotal notes, and a class log list—prepared ahead of time, each strategy was used during the lesson implementation without distraction.  
· Explain how you determined the levels of children’s performance on your learning targets/lesson objectives. (What was effective? What was not effective? What would you change?)  Discuss child(ren) and/or family progress and provide appropriate assessment documentation. 
Objective #1:  17 of the 20 children were able to sort the insects using one attribute with 80% accuracy.  The other 3 children were able to sort with between 50% -70% accuracy. 

Objective #2:  All children were able to successfully operate the digital microscope to examine the insects.

Objective #3:  19 of 20 children were able to describe the characteristics of the insects they viewed on the smart board using at least 2 attributes.  The one other child needed verbal prompts to describe using 1 attribute.
The most effective part of the lesson was the successful manipulation of the digital microscope. The demonstration captivated their interest. I made sure all children could see and I stated the steps verbally as I demonstrated each one. The least effective aspect of the lesson was the sorting. It was difficult to tell whether the three children with less successful sorting had difficulty with the concept of sorting or with the identification of the differences between the insects they were sorting. I will continue sorting opportunities with those 3 children with very familiar items and then re-introduce sorting insects. The only thing I would change is to provide a pre-sorting activity using objects with easier attributes to differentiate to demonstrate “how to sort” in the beginning steps. 
Several of the children found this learning target very easy. I asked them if there were other ways these insects could be sorted. They tried sorting by color and size. 

The following Assessment Forms are attached:   Checklist, Anecdotal Note (samples), and Class Log List


	2. Reflection
a) What does this analysis tell you about teaching and learning in the setting?  

Small group was a good format for this lesson and it was set up by the preceding nature walk to provide the experience children needed. 

b) What does this analysis tell you about the success of the strategies used?

Demonstrating the digital microscope and sorting and describing the insects using 3-dimensional models matched to real insects engaged children’s interests and fostered exploration, which led to successful outcomes achieved. 

c) How did the assessment methods selected provide information to assess teaching and learning?

Since the assessment tools used were prepared prior to the lesson and were user-friendly, I could capture accurate information during the lesson implementation. Using the visual sequence charts supported the successful outcome for three children with IEPs. 

d) What patterns and trends can inform next steps?

The use of technology with real objects actually collected by children contributed to children’s focus being maintained throughout the lesson.  Giving children the opportunity to apply these concepts and skills immediately in the art area reinforced learning outcomes.  The level of difficulty was appropriate for an introductory lesson.  I will increase the number of attributes in future sorting activities.  We will also begin to use more complex technology and provide opportunities for children to use the digital microscope independently in the science area. 

e) What resources and/or personnel might assist you?

Media center personnel might assist in securing additional technological resources. 

f) How will you involve families to address child outcomes?

Families have been informed about our investigation of insects and suggestions were given for at-home activities to extend their learning. Some parents assisted with the nature walk and helped collect insect models and pictures to use for this theme.  



	3. Reporting
Describe how you have reported or plan to communicate learning results to children, families, and colleagues.
Children were given immediate feedback as we reviewed and encouraged children to name the insects and describe attributes they found interesting. 

Data regarding children’s outcomes are entered into the Creative Curriculum database, which is password accessible to parents for ongoing feedback. 
I met with the classroom teacher and the teaching assistant to share the outcomes and plan for future learning targets and next steps. 



	Learning Objective #1:  Checklist

	Child’s Name
	Yes (tally marks)
	No (tally marks)
	Percentage Accurate

	Charlie
	8
	2
	80%

	Gretchen
	9
	1
	90%

	Hansel
	6
	4
	60%

	George
	10
	0
	100%

	
	
	
	


Learning Objective #2: Individual Anecdotal Notes

	Individual Anecdotal Record of Observation

Child’s Name:   Charlie                   Age: 4.2 years                      Date: 1/22/10           Time:  9:30

Observer:  Marvie Jones                  Place:   Lincoln Heights Elementary School – Preschool

Incident:  Operation of Digital Microscope

Charlie 

Comment: Charlie observed throughout during demonstration and asked 2 questions.  He asked, “Is it easy to turn the knob?” “It’s fuzzy. . . . Now I can see it.” When it was his turn, he followed the 3-step process independently to view the slide. 


	Individual Anecdotal Record of Observation

Child’s Name:   Hansel                 Age:  3.5 years                      Date: 1/22/10           Time:  9:40

Observer:  Marvie Jones                  Place:   Lincoln Heights Elementary School – Preschool

Incident:  Operation of Digital Microscope

Hansel  

Comment: Hansel looked at other children and pulled on his pants during the demonstration. Each time, he was asked a question to re-focus his attention on the microscope.  When we reviewed the steps, Hansel did not participate.  When it was his turn, I reviewed the steps visually and orally with him.  He hesitated after step 1, so I showed him the visual picture cards and he successfully completed the last 2 steps to view the slide. 


Include one Anecdotal Note for each of the 20 children. 
	Learning Objective #3:  Class Log List

	Child’s Name
	Number of Attributes
	Descriptive Words Used

	Charlie
	4
	Little, spotted, has lines in wings, green 

	Gretchen
	3
	Crooked legs, four wings, brown

	Hansel
	1
	long

	George
	6
	Many legs, scales on its wings, brown and green, stripes, hairy, can see through the wings
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