
Employment Authorization                                 
(Severe Economic Hardship)                                   

If you have an F-1 visa, you may qualify to receive employment authorization based upon severe economic 
hardship due to circumstances, which are beyond your control.  You must first have been legally 
maintaining your status for a minimum period of eight (8) months.   
 
To apply: 
 

1. Personal Letter--titled: Dear Sir/Madam: 
 

 a. Introduction: name, country of foreign residence, indicate that you are a full-time student 
     attending this university and how long you have been attending.  Clarify your major, GPA, 
     and the expected date of completion of study; 
 b. Indicate that you are requesting employment authorization based upon severe economic need 
     resulting from unforeseen circumstances that have occurred since your arrival in the US; 
 c. Provide a complete description of the unforeseen circumstances and your need to work.  It 
     is important for you to explain why your parent, relative, organization, or other sponsor 
     listed on your Form I-20 is unable to furnish the necessary funds required to pay for your 
     basic expenses; 
 d. Indicate that you understand that you may only work a maximum of twenty (20) hours/week,  
     that you intend to maintain your full-time student enrollment, and that you will maintain 
     a high level of study. 
 

2. Official Written Documentation: 
 

 a. You must provide documentation supporting the reason(s) given as to why you need to work 
     (i.e., letter from parent or other sponsor, a currency or bank statement, medical bills, written 
     notification of loss of scholarship or assistantship.)  Please provide as much evidence as possible. 
 
3. Letter from academics indicating that you are making satisfactory progress towards your degree and your 
expected completion date. 
 
4. Last three (3) months statement from your bank 
        
5. Complete Form I-765 
 
6. Two recent passport size color photos (print your name in pencil on the back of each photo). 
 
7.  $410.00 processing fee: check or money order payable to to USCIS if you feel you would qualify for a fee 
waiver please follow this link: https://www.uscis.gov/feewaiver 
 
8. You must have a valid passport (minimum of six (6) months), Form I-20, and Form I-94 
 
The documents must be sent to the appropriate USCIS office.  You may not legally begin employment until the 
USCIS has issued you the Employment Authorization Document (EAD). 
 
Factors the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services may consider relevant to your request: 
 a. Temporary or permanent loss of a scholarship, fellowship, assistantship, or other on-campus 
     employment; 
 b. Substantial fluctuation in the value of the currency or changes in the regulations for  
     currency exchange in your home country; 
 c. Increased costs including tuition and living expenses; 
 d. Unexpected changes in the financial condition of your family or other sponsor; 
 e. Medical bills, losses from theft or accident, or other unexpected, uncontrolled expenses. 
 
Employment authorization is automatically terminated upon completion of an academic program, 
transfer to another school, failure to maintain status, or correction of financial problem. 
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