Ceramics I, Art         , 3 hours credit

Instructor: Davie Reneau



270 590 3859/ mhs@scrtc.com 

I. Course Description- an introduction to a variety of hand building techniques with an emphasis on craftsmanship and concept.  Wheel-throwing will be introduced at the end of the semester

II. Objectives

A. To develop an understanding and basic knowledge of different hand-building processes.

B. To exercise the visual elements and principles of design in each project.

C. To develop an understanding of the importance of craftsmanship and idea.

D. To familiarize students with the history of different relevance. 

III. Learning Outcomes

A. Student work will demonstrate an understanding of each hand-building technique.

B. Finished projects will exhibit the students understanding and manipulation of the visual elements and principles of design.

C. The importance of craftsmanship and concept will be evident in finished projects.

D. A knowledge and understanding of the history and cultural relevance of each process will be exhibited during class discussions and critiques. 

IV. Course Content

A. Coil pots (5 small, one very large and figurative)

B. Slab Pots (3 vases- 1 for a specific flower, 3 draped dish forms)

C. Slab shoe project

D. Pots that combine two or more hand building processes. (Large in scale.)

E. Imaginary artifact project (paper required)

F. Introduction to potter’s wheel & throwing 

V. Teaching Techniques

A. There will be daily demonstration by the instructor.

B. Periodic lectures will be given by instructor explaining historical and cultural relevance of each assignment

C. Slides will be shown that emphasize finished examples of each assignment.

D. Time will be used for discussion and answering questions

E. Actual examples of finished pots will be brought in for discussion. 

VI. Grading and Student Responsibilities

A. Each block of projects is worth 100 points for a total of 600 points. 

B. Grading scale consists of the following

600-500 pts = A Superior work relating to idea, craftsmanship and finished product

499-400 pts= B Good, above average resolution of assignments

399-300 pts= C Average, meets minimum class requirements

299-200 pts= D Poor work, does not meet minimum class requirements.

199 and below= F Failure in performance of class requirements. 

C. Evolution is based upon interest and attitude toward learning which is evidenced by students’ attendance, quality of idea, quality of craftsmanship, growth and improvement, timely completion of assignments and class participation. 

D. Attending class and being on time are crucial to students maximizing the experience of this class.  More than four absences will not be tolerated.  University policy on attendance will be strictly enforced. Excessive tardiness is not acceptable. Projects are expected to be turned in on time.  10 points per day will be subtracted from late projects.  

E. Students are expected to maintain a high standard of work at all times.  You are expected to respect the work of other and the studio space.  By putting your work and tools away and cleaning up after every class. 

Please enter these numbers into all cell phones


Security cell phone: 270 403 3611


Security office phone: 270 789 5555


Campbellsville University is committed to reasonable accommodations for students who have documented physical and learning disabilities, as well as medical and emotional conditions.  If you have a documented disability or condition of this nature,  you may be eligible for disability services.  Documentation must be from a licensed professional and current in terms of assessment.  Please contact the Coordinator of Disability Services at 270-789-5192 to inquire about services. 

