
Campbellsville University

Introduction to Poetry

(ENG 305 – 3 hours)

Course Description: This course serves as an introduction to the study of poetry as a verbal art.  Students will focus intensely on language and on a wide variety of ways in which poems develop meaning, including but not limited to tone, image, metaphor and simile, symbol, rhyme scheme, and rhythm.  This is not a creative writing course.  Prerequisites: ENG 112 and ENG 210 or permission of the instructor.

Required Texts:

Booth, Alison, J. Paul Hunter, and Kelly J. Mays. The Norton Introduction to Poetry. 9th 


ed. New York: Norton, 2006.

Course Objectives:

1) understand the study of poetry as a verbal art ,

2) gain in-depth knowledge of selected works, 

3) investigate and apply literary terminology in the explication of poetry, and

4) practice writing intensive literary explication.

Evaluation:  Your final grade will be an average of the following:


average of three intense explication essays – 60%


final exam – 20%


average of journal entries – 20%

Grades:  a 100-point scale: 90-100 = A; 80-89 = B; 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D; below 60 = F.

Attendance:

Of course, you should never miss class.  Having been a student once myself, I know this expectation can be unreasonable.  Therefore, I will allow each of you a total of four absences.  This does include college-approved absences for extracurricular activities, so check your schedules, and plan accordingly.  If you belong to an organization which requires you to miss class, and if your college-approved absences will exceed the allotted four, you need to tell me this now, so that we can make arrangements, and you need to take great care not to miss any more class than your organization requires.  If, however, this organization will require you to miss entire weeks or more in consecutive classes, we may have a real problem.  If this is the case, talk to me ASAP.

Academic Honesty:  If you cheat on or plagiarize any assignment or test and I catch you, you will fail this course and be reported to the Dean.

Compliance with the Rehabilitation Act and Americans with Disabilities Act:

No qualified individual with a documented disability shall be excluded from participation in, denied benefits of, or otherwise subjected to discrimination in any of Campbellsville University’s programs, courses, services and/or activities in compliance with the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Requests for reasonable accommodations in programs, courses, services and/or activities requires current (i.e. within 3 years) documentation of the disability after acceptance to the university and before registration.
Campbellsville University is committed to reasonable accommodations for students who have documented physical and learning disabilities, as well as medical and emotional conditions. If you have a documented disability or condition of this nature, you may be eligible for disability services. Documentation must be from a licensed professional and current in terms of assessment. Please contact the Coordinator of Disability Services at 270-789-5192 to inquire about services.

Schedule of Assignments: 

Introduction

Week 1:  -Reading a poem


- line breaks


- rhyme and meter


-speaker

Weeks 2-6: Applying these reading tactics to different types of poetry


Week 2:  - lyric poetry




-W.B. Yeats




-William Blake




-Adrienne Rich


Week 3:  - free verse




-Ezra Pound




-e.e. cummings




-Sylvia Plath


Week 4:  - sonnets




-William Shakespeare




-John Donne




-Gerard Manly Hopkins


Week 5:  - narrative poetry




-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow




-Edgar Allan Poe




-Samuel Taylor Coleridge




-Alfred, Lord Tennyson


Week 6:  - other forms




-Dylan Thomas




-Robert Browning




-Edwin Arlington Robinson



Weeks 7-14: Elements of poetic study


Week 7:  - imagery




-William Carlos Williams




-Ezra Pound




-Seamus Heaney


Week 8:  - symbol




-John Donne




-Emily Dickinson




-Dorothy Parker


Week 9:  - metaphor and simile




-Andrew Marvell




-Anne Bradstreet




-Christina Rosetti


Week 10:  - tone/voice




-Wilfred Owen




-Robert Browning




-Allen Ginsberg


Week 11 :  - irony




-W,H, Auden




-E.A. Robinson




-Sylvia Plath


Week 12:  - personification




-Carl Sandburg




-William Wordsworth




-Isaac Rosenberg


Week 13:  - picture poems




-George Herbert – “Angel Wings”



-Charles – “Concrete Cat”




-Hollander – “Swans”  


Week 14:  - historical/contextual poems




-Thomas Hardy




-Thomas Carew




-William Blake




-Japanese concentration camp haiku


