SPA 331 SPANISH CIVILIZATION AND  CULTURE 
Fall 2013 (M)
[image: image3.png]



Professor: Dr. Carmen Arranz


Telephone: 270-789-5284

Office: Carter Hall 208



Days/Classroom: M 5:15-7:45 CH 109 

Email: carranz@campbellsville.edu


Office Hours: M 11-12am and 1-5pm; T 8:50-10:50am, R 9:50-10:50am, or by appointment

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS:

· Compilation of photocopies. 
· A bilingual dictionary, Spanish-English / English-Spanish
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: A study of the various aspects of Spanish culture such as arts, theater, music, leisure activities, geography, political structures, and the main events of Spanish history. Taught in Spanish. Prerequisites: SPA 220 or equivalent; equivalent proficiency with department chair approval.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

(1) To discover the history of the country from developmental beginnings to contemporary Spain, as history is not only at the very core of Spaniards´ personalities but it is also physically present in the form of monuments, building… in every city, 

(2) To reflect on specific differences between the U.S. and Spain regarding everyday forms and habits,

(3) To approach issues that are currently under debate in Spanish  society, such as immigration, women’s issues and geographical social issues evident in modern Spain.

(4) To improve students’ written and spoken Spanish through various readings, writing activities, class participation, oral presentations and class debates.

CLASSROOM RULES. In order to create a pleasant and professional atmosphere, students must regard all of the following directions: 

· Treat each other with courtesy and respect.

· Arrive to class on time. 

· Do not eat in the classroom. 

· Remove hats or caps while in class.

· Make sure your cell phones are turned off during class.  

· Avoid non-class-related activities (e.g., reading the newspaper) or distracting activities (e.g., pencil or foot tapping). 

· Laptops are allowed to be used in class to take notes, however using the Internet is NOT allowed. Any student surfing (or suspected of surfing) the net will be penalized by two points from the final grade.


GRADE BREAKDOWN. The course grade will be determined as follows:

Participation


10%

Bienvenidas 


5%


Homework


15% 


Oral assignments
15%


Exams 


25%

Final exam 

15%

Research presentation

15%

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1. Attendance. Because group work and oral discussion are central activities in the class, attendance is mandatory. In accordance with the University Undergraduate Student Attendance Policy, no more than two  absences will be allowed for this course. Absences in excess of these numbers of days will result in an F for the course. Note: students will not be penalized for absences excused by Campbellsville University; however, it is the student’s responsibility to notify the professor in advance of the excused absence. It is also the student’s responsibility to insure that all assignments are submitted on due dates, regardless of date(s) of absences. Work can only be made up when the student´s absence is excused. Makeup work due to an excused absence must be completed and turned in within a week of the original assignment’s due date. 

2. Participation (10%). The dynamic of the class depends highly on each student’s participation.  It is essential that students come prepared to class and real the assigned text/texts and be prepared on all topics to discuss them in class.  Students should come to class with their notes about the reading so they can participate in the discussion.  

The participation grade is defined according to the following criteria: 

· The student initiates oral interaction without being called on

· The student is always prepared to answer questions, demonstrating that he/she prepared before class. 

· He/she offers good comments voluntarily, thus demonstrating good critical thinking skills.

· He/she is a group leader and encourages peers to participate. He/she contributes to a classroom atmosphere conducive to learning. 

· He/she uses the Spanish language as much as possible during the class

Simply being present, looking attentive and taking notes is NOT considered active participation. Activities unrelated to this class, such as reading the newspaper, doing homework for other classes, sending text messages, playing with cell phones… will reflect extremely on your participation grade. 

3. Homework (15%). All homework assignments must be ready to be turned in at the beginning of the class period. There are different type of homework:

(a) GDL or Guía de lectura. This is an incomplete outline of the information found on your reading assignment. You will need to read and complete the outline with the appropriate pieces of information;

(b) Reaction paper. This is a 220-300 words paper on which you will think critically about the topics you read and discussed in the previous class. There is no research required for reaction papers, but instead they are a personal space where you can express your thoughts on an issue from the previous class, establish connections with your own life, point out some differences or similarities between Spain and the US…. A reaction paper is NOT a transcript of the class or a summary of the reading/movie plot. A reaction paper is meant to be an explorative, creative space where you can reflect on and make connections between the readings, the movies, and the class discussion.   
(c) Definitions and short questions. Because precision with the language will become essential as we move into the advanced level, we will practice to formulate complete definitions of terms with the information we discussed in class. We will also try to summarize our knowledge in short answers (under 100 words) to specific questions.  

Except for the GDL (guía de lectura), all homework assignments must be typed. Not all homework assignments hold the same point value, since their level of difficulty varies from one to another. The general evaluation method for homework will be: 
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-(average work), - (poor work). Late homework will not be accepted. Attendance to some activities outside of the classroom, such as the Spanish dinner, will be required.
4. Bienvenidas (5%). Each student will sign up to give the Bienvenida at the beginning of class two times throughout the semester. Absolutely NO notecards will be allowed. The Bienvenida will consist of: 

· “Noticia de España”: a piece of recent news about Spain (3 minutes). You can access Spanish newspapers online such as www.elpais.com/global , www.elmundo.es , or watch the Spanish news from Radio television Española at http://www.rtve.es/alacarta/la1/recomendados/index.html. Questions about these “noticias” will be in the exams

· “Adivinanza”: You will choose one thing from the reading assigned or homework for that day (a person, an object, a piece of art, a war, a mountain…), and the class will have to guess what it is by asking yes/no questions to you.  
5. Oral assignments (15%). There will be 3 oral assignments during the semester:  

5.1. Art presentation. Each student will sign up to present a specific work of art, one of the most representative pieces of a specific style/time period. The student will need to prepare a brief presentation (5 minutes per student) or a video (using software such as Voicethread) to explain that specific piece of art to the rest of the students in the class and a handout with pictures to his classmates. The explanation must be comprised of: 

(a) Style: When was this piece created? What period style (Early or High Renaissance, Baroque, Gothic, Cubism, Abstract Expressionism, etc.) does it belong to? What are the general characteristics of that period style? If it is a painting, who was the artist? What are the non-changing features of that artist's style that reveal his or her authorship? (For instance, special ways of handling the brush or specific use of perspective modes, or specific color choice, etc.). If it is a piece of architecture, what specific features define that style? 

(b) Analysis: What do we see in the piece? Size, space, material, color, light, brush strokes. What does it represent? What is the subject matter? Which aspects make this piece valuable and why? What is the function of this piece?

(c) Connections to history: How does this piece of art connect with and deepen our understanding of the time? 
	Criteria
	   Level of Achievement

	
	Good
	Aver
	Poor

	Connections to history. Date/ century, what does this kind of art show about what is happening in Spain at that time?
	  5………3……….0

	Analysis. Main characteristics of this style
	  5………3……….0

	Visual analysis. Showed us visually the characteristics of this arte, so now we can recognize this style
	  5………3……….0

	Spanish Language Use: Grammar, Vocabulary, Pronunciation, Fluency
Clear and easy to follow. Displayed a minimal accent, spoke smoothly and fluently, in sentences rather than in words.  
	  5………3……….0

	ACCORDING TO DIRECTIONS
	YES                      NO                                

	Time appropriate. 5 minutes long per person
	   0……. -3 ……. -5

	Handout. Picture of the piece of work, a couple of key ideas 
	   0……. -3 ……. -5

	Did the presenter read?
	  -5 …...  -3 ….…. 0


5.2. Spanish Festivities. Each person will choose two of the Spanish festivities listed by your professor, research it and present it to the class in an organized manner. This is presentation should be accompanied by some slides.    

5.3. Debate. Each person will choose or be assigned a character representative of a specific group within the Spanish culture. You will represent that character in the final debate in class. The topic of the debate will be the conflict between tradition and modernity in contemporary Spanish society. You will need to: 

(a) Turn in a 500 words essay that summarizes your position on the issue from the point of view of your character. You will need to do research to be able to write this essay. 

(b) Use a costume and props to represent your character on the day of the debate. 

(c) Be ready to clearly state your position and argue with other Spanish characters during the debate. 

6. Research presentation (15%). In pairs, you will work on a research project about a controversial issue related to Spanish culture. The objective of this project is to gain a deeper understanding of a relevant issue to Spaniards today. If you choose a topic that we discussed in class, your research must show new dimensions of that topic that we did not mention in class. Here you have some possible topics (but talk to your professor if there are other topics that could interest you more): 

· The welfare state: education, healthcare system…

· The current economic recession: long-term changes to Spanish society

· Religion/Churches in Spain today

· Spain as a member of the European Union: positive or negative for the country?

· Drugs in Spain

· Young people in Spain, characteristics that define them, university, work force, challenges (gangs)…

· Bullfighting and the controversy around it 

            …..

Each person in the group must read and summarize either 3 academic sources (Academic Search Premier, MLA, Worldcat, and Google Scholar are good databases for you to find reliable academic sources), or 6 non-academic (but still reliable) sources, such as newspaper articles or websites. You need to classify the information you and your partner find, organize it, reach some conclusions of your own. Simply putting information together does not count as a good project. 
At the end of the semester you will present your findings to your classmates. Your presentation should include visuals (such as short videos, pictures…), which is why I recommend you use prezi. Each presentation must be 20-25 minutes long plus 5-10 minutes for questions&comments from your classmates.  

7. Exams (25%). There will be two exams during the semester on the days indicated in the 
syllabus. There will also be unscheduled pop-quizzes related to material either covered in class or assigned as homework.      

8. Final Exam (15%). There will be a comprehensive final exam for this class at the end of the semester. There will be NO MAKE-UPS for the final exam.

 

The following grading criteria will be used to determine the final grades for this course: A (90-100), B (80-89), C (70-79), D (60-69), E (0-59).
Academic Honesty

A high standard of academic honesty is expected of students in all phases of academic work and University life. Academic dishonesty in any form is a fundamental offense against the integrity of the entire academic community and is always a threat to the standards of the University and to the standing of every student. In taking tests and examinations, doing homework and laboratory work, and writing papers, students are expected to perform with honor. In any written exercise for University courses, students will be held responsible for knowing the difference between proper and improper use of source materials. 

Special Needs Accommodations: Campbellsville University is committed to reasonable accommodations for students who have documented physical and learning disabilities, as well as medical and emotional conditions.  If you have a documented disability or condition of this nature, you may be eligible for disability services.  Documentation must be from a licensed professional and current in terms of assessment.  Please contact the Coordinator of Disability Services at 270-789-5192 to inquire about services.

*CAMPUS SECURITY NUMBERS: OFFICE 270-789-5555 OR CELL 270-403-3611
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE OF ASSIGNMENTS

** The professor has the right to make any necessary changes to accommodate the material to the progress of the class

	
	Material we will cover in class
	Homework

	August 26
	Introduction to the course, syllabus

Introduction to Spain

Sign up for Art Presentations
	For September 2: 
· Reaction paper
· Draft of art presentation (1-3)

For September 9: 
· Read Cap 1 “La formación de Hispania” and fill in the GDL

	September 2
	LABOR DAY


	

	September 9
	Historia de España: Edad Antigua y Edad Media

Art presentations: (1) Cueva de Altamira, (2) Dama de Elche vs Toros de Guisando, (3) Acueducto de Segovia (arte romano) y Arco de herradura (arte visigodo). 

Video: Cities of light

	For Thursday: 
· Reaction paper II
· Draft for art presentations 4-5

For Monday: 

· Finish watching Cities of light (1st 60 minutes) if we did not finish in class. 

· Look for answers to the section assigned to you from the “Breve Historia de España” and be ready to explain then to your classmates.

· Prepare art presentations 4-5


	September 16
	Historia de España
Edad Media (lo terminamos)

- Art presentations: (4) arte islámico (mezquita de Córdoba y Alhambra de Granada), (5) arte cristiano: románico (catedral de Santiago) y gótico (catedral de Burgos) 

Edad Moderna y Contemporánea (Jinghsaw)
Video: La buena nueva
	For Thursday: 
· Definitions and short questions
· Draft for Art presentations 6-9

For Monday: 

· Watch movie La buena nueva

· Read capítulo 8 “Del siglo XX al XXI” and fill in the GDL

· Prepare art presentations 6-8


	September 23
	Art presentations: (6) Velázquez y Las Meninas, (7) Goya y Los fusilamientos del 3 de mayo, (8) Picasso y Guernica 

Historia de España: Edad contemporánea

Video: Yoyes

	For Thursday: Definitions and short questions, 
For Monday:

· Finish watching movie Yoyes

· Read photocopies on Nacionalidades históricas.
· Prepare art presentations 9-10


	September 30
	Art presentations: , (9) Gaudi en Barcelona, (10) Museo Guggenheim en Bilbao. 

Nacionalidades históricas


	Study for the test

	October 7
	EXAMEN 1

---

Política y economía

	For Thursday: Reaction paper III
For Monday: Read photocopies on “Desempleo” and answer questions. 

	October 14
	Economía: Desempleo. 

Sign up for Oral presentations on Festivities 

Sign up (in pairs) for research presentation
---
Sociedad española actual

Spain is different

	For Thursday: Reaction paper IV
For Monday: 

Read “Capítulo 11. Sociedad española actual”  and fill in the GDL

	October 21
	Sociedad española actual

Video: Te doy mis ojos
	For Thursday: Definitions and short questions
For Monday: 

· Read photocopies “La mujer” y “Religión”
· Bring your computer to class.

· Finish watching Te doy mis ojos. 

	October 28
	Tradition and change: 

· Women

· Religion

La ciudad y transporte


	For Thursday: Reaction paper 
For Monday: 

· Read photocopies on “El ocio”
· Oral presentations with online powerpoint 

	November 4
	Tradition and change (flamenco, bullfighting…)

Leisure (Ocio) 

Oral presentations: Festivities


	Study for test

	November 11 
	EXAMEN 2
---

Spanish dinner


	For Thursday: 100-word summary of each of your sources for the research presentation. 

For Monday:

· Read photocopies on Gypsies 



	November 18
	Video: Lola vende ca

Gitanos

Sign up for final debate
	For Thursday: Reaction paper

For Monday: Research presentation (with handout)



	November 25
	Research presentations 

Video: Frente al mar

	For Thursday: Reaction paper to one or more of the research presentations (not your own)
For Monday:

· Finish watching Frente al mar

· Read photocopies on immigration

· Position paper for final debate

	December 1
	Immigration

Final debate

 
	Study for final exam

	December 9-13
	FINAL EXAM
	


SIGN UP SHEET FOR ORAL PRESENTATIONS
Art presentation: 

	Subject to present
	Due date for written draft and outline
	Due date for visual presentation
	Person

	1. Cueva de Altamira
	September 2
	September 9
	MARIANA


	2. Dama de Elche vs Toros de Guisando
	September 2
	September 9
	CHRISTINA

	3. Acueducto de Segovia (arte romano) y Arco de herradura (arte visigodo).
	September 2
	September 9
	ANDRES

	4. Arte islámico (mezquita de Córdoba y Alhambra de Granada)
	September 12
	September 16
	TIOSHA

	5. Arte cristiano medieval (principalmente arquitectura): románico (catedral de Santiago) y gótico (catedral de Burgos)
	September 12
	September 16
	ALEXA

	6. Velázquez y Las Meninas
	September 19
	September 23
	HANNAH

	7. Goya y Los fusilamientos del 3 de mayo
	September 19
	September 23
	CAMERON

	8. Picasso y Guernica
	September 19
	September 23
	SHELBY

	9. Gaudi en Barcelona.
	September 26
	September 30
	JESSIE

	10. Museo Guggenheim en Bilbao
	September 26
	September 30
	STEPHANIE


Bienvenida. Sign up twice: once befote 10/21, and once 10/21 or after. 

	Date 
	Student #1
	Student #2

	9/9
	ALEXA
	MARIANA

	9/16
	STEPHANIE
	ANDRES

	9/23
	JESSIE
	CHRISTINA

	9/30
	HANNAH
	TIOSHA

	10/14
	SHELBY
	CAMERON

	10/21
	ALEXA
	MARIANA

	10/28
	HANNAH
	ANDRES

	11/4
	JESSIE
	CHRISTINA

	11/18
	SHELBY
	CAMERON

	11/25
	STEPHANIE
	

	12/1
	TIOSHA
	


